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P.0'. Box 30195 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 



Dear Mr. Beasley: 

The Michigan Cancer Foundation (MCF) welcomes the opportunity to offer 
support and cooperation to the Michigan Department of_Public Health in its 
application to participate in the ASSIST PROJECT. The MCF is actively 
engaged in cancer laboratory research, the monitoring of all incident 
cancers in the metropolitan Detroit area (SEER) and community cancer 
control. 

We have participated in the 1989 Michigan Tobacco Reduction Task Force and 
are part of the Tobacco-Free Michigan Action Coalition organized by the 
Michigan Department of Public Health. Our interest in the reduction of 
tobacco use is linked directly with studies that have shown that 30 
percent of all cancers are tobacco related. 

In the area of cancer prevention, in metropolitan Detroit, we are 
especially aware of the excess mortality and morbidity resulting from 
tobacco use in our high-risk ethnic populations. It is estimated that 70 
percent of Detroit is presently African-American and 12 percent are 
Mexican-Americans. Also at high risk, is our new immigrant Arab 
population in Southeast Dearborn, part of the largest settlement of Arabs 
in the United States. 


We have been working with federal, state, and local support in a variety 
of projects supported by limited resources to reach this target 
population. In 1987, we conducted a random digit dialing survey of a 
low-income African-American community and found a higher prevalence of 
smoking chan reported nationally. 
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For the past two years, we have been conducting the only "Quit/Cut Down 
Smoking Program" available for this population in Detroit. The sessions 
are based on minimal-contact, self-help, low-cost and are held upon demand 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xpjl0000 
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from smokers who are motivated to quit. Led by African-American 
professional health educators, groups meet in locations of their choice. 
The program also trains indigenous community leaders, both professional 
and lay, in the techniques and processes of smoking cessation so that the 
program will be ongoing in the community for those wishing to quit as well 
as for recidivists. 

Another focus of our smoking cessation campaign has been an extensive 
educational and literature distribution program in African-American 
churches by our Michigan Cancer Information Service. 

Aiding us in these community efforts is a large cadre of volunteers in the 
MCF Detroit Regional Office, whose Board of Directors are 
African-Americans and whose wide social and business base, in the 
community, lends support and leadership for smoking cessation as part of 
cancer control. 

It Is apparent, therefore, why we offer our support to the Michigan 
Department of Public Health for the application for the ASSIST Project. 
ASSIST with its resources of effective, tested smoking prevention 
strategies would be a catalyst to the Tobacco-Free Michigan Action 
Coalition and help reduce the cancer burden in Michigan. 
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